
Year 9 Curriculum Overview Music 2023-24 

Year 9 Music – 2 
per cycle 

Autumn Term 1 (22/23) Autumn Term 2 (22/23) Spring Term 1 (22/23) 

Unit Title Protest Songs Hip Hop/Grime The Music of Lin Manuel Miranda 

Approximate 
Number of 
Lessons 

7 Lessons 7 Lessons 6 Lessons 

Curriculum 
Content 

Students will be introduced to a range Protest 
Songs from the early 1900 to date.  Listening 
tasks will explore a range of Protest Song 
styles and the look at how song writers utilise 
instrumentation and the elements of music to 
deliver the desired message of the protest. 

The practical focus will be on song writing and 
students will explore harmony (chords) and 
lyric-writing and use the elements of music to 
suit the mood of their protest song. 

Protest Songs could emerge as a strand in 
Eduqas GCSE Music AOS4 Popular Music. 

This unit explores the creation of Hip hop and 
Grime, looking at some of the key artists and the 
key musical features of these two styles. 

Students will listen to a range of music from each 
style and look at the context surrounding their 
conception in New York and London. 

The unit creates opportunity for musical 
performances on a range of instruments and 
singing. 

Alternatively pupils could construct a hip hop/grime 
backing. 

Hip Hop/Grime could emerge as a strand in Eduqas 
GCSE Music AOS4 Popular Music. 

Students will look at the life and works of 
musical theatre/film composer/singer 
songwriter Lin Manuel Miranda. 

Vocal Textures will be explored in this unit as 
a key feature of LMM’s music is the 
overlapping of key vocal lines. 

Films and Musical Theatre shows include 
Encanto, Moana, Hamilton, Tick Tick Boom 
and In the Heights, 

The unit creates opportunity for musical 
performances on a range of instruments and 
singing. 

This unit links to the Eduqas GCSE Music 
strand AOS2 Ensembles. 

Links to prior 
learning 

Knowledge of African and Blues Music. Blues and Rock and Roll Music 
Protest Songs 

Musical Theatre and Film Music 
Hip Hop and Grime. 

Cultural Capital 
Opportunities 

The Birth of Hip Hop 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10C-Q3NIlzU 
Break Dance  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TMBWCcYs3o 

Watch the Disney+ performance of Hamilton 
Or if possible go and see a performance of 
Hamilton in the West End. 
Watch any of the films Tick Tick Boom, In the 
Heights, Moana or Encanto. 

Assessment Focus Chord Assessment 
Listening Assessment  
Compose a Protest Song 

Group Performance Assessment 
Alternatively a Composition Assessment 
Listening Assessment. 

Group or Solo Performance 
Listening Assessment 
Vocal Texture Assessment 

Name of KO Year 9 Protest Songs KO Autumn Term 1 Year 9 Hip Hop/Grime KO Autumn Term 2 Year 9 Lin Manuel Miranda KO Spring Term 1 
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Year 9 Curriculum Overview Music 2023-24 

Year 9 Music – 2 
per cycle 

Spring Term 2 (22/23) Summer Term 1 (22/23) Summer Term 2 (22/23) 

Unit Title GCSE Bridging Unit Britpop 4 Chord Mash Ups 

Approximate 
Number of Lessons 

6 Lessons 6 Lessons 7 Lessons 

Curriculum 
Content 

This GCSE bridging unit will give students a 
flavour of GCSE Music.  Students will study a 
short Classical piece of music and undertake 
analysis questions on it.  They will also 
complete mini composition task. 

This unit will give students information about 
the topics and requirements for GCSE Music to 
help them make an informed decision about 
their GCSE options. 

This unit links to Eduqas GCSE Music.  The 
analysis of a work connects to the requirement 
of the board to study two set works. 

The unit explores the British style of Britpop music 
which emerged from the British independent 
music scene of the early 1990s and was 
characterised by bands such as Suede, Blur, Pulp, 
Supergrass and Oasis. 

The unit will look at Rock and Pop Timbres. 

The unit creates opportunity for musical 
performances on a range of instruments and 
singing. 

This unit links to the Eduqas GCSE Music strand 
AOS4 Popular Music. 

Students will build on their knowledge of 
chords in this unit, and learn about a chord 
structure? We will then create an arrangement 
using the four-chord structure? The unit 
explores mash-ups, chords, inversions, riffs 
and arranging. 

Students will also undertake revision task in 
preparation for the end of year exam. 

Group Performance. 

This unit links to the Eduqas GCSE Music strand 
AOS4 Popular Music 

Links to prior 
learning 

Melodic and rhythmic notation 
Texture and timbre analysis 
Structure and Form 
Previous composition tasks. 

Rock and Roll Hip Hop/Grime, Rock and Roll, Britpop. 

Cultural Capital 
Opportunities 

The Britpop Story – BBC4 Documentary  
 
Top of the Pops – Roll With It 1995 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6M93SDCl-
g 

Assessment Focus Mini mock style exam 
Mini comp task 
Performance Assessment 

Performance Assessment 
Britpop Assessment  
Timbre Assessment  

End of Year Assessment 
Group Performance. 

Name of KO Year 9 GCSE Bridging Unit KO Spring Term 2 Year 9 Britpop Music KO Summer Term 1 Year 9 Four-Chord Mash Ups KO Summer Term 
2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ZKk2phozs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6M93SDCl-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6M93SDCl-g


 

Key Artists/Bands 

Bob Dylan 

Bob Marley 

The Beatles 

John Lennon 

Bruce Springstien 

The Who 

The Sex Pistols 

Green Day 

Aretha Franklin 

Woody Guthrie 

The Specials 

Nina Simone 

2Pac 

Joni Mitchell 

Billie Holiday 

Dave 

Stevie Wonder 

Paul McCartney 

Sam Cooke 

The Jam 

Lil Wayne 

James Brown 

Protest Themes 

The Environment 

Gun Control 

Pro Life 

LGBTQ+ Rights 

BLM 

Civil Rights 

Anti-War 

Animal Rights 

Homelessness 

Anti-Nuclear 

Anti-Apartheid 

What are Protest Songs? 

These types of song are written in protest to movements or 

actions within society, culture, politics and religion. 

Writing Protest Songs 

Successful protest songs suit the mood of the lyrics of the protest song. Students will decide 

on a type of song (punk, rock, pop, rap ), a style (aggressive, calm, cynical, embracing, 

rejecting ) and a theme to protest.  

Key Terms 

Year 9 Protest Songs Knowledge Organiser Autumn Term 1 

(23/24) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grime is a genre of electronic music that 

emerged in London in the early 2000s.  

It was based around the idea of community, Londoners struggling on 

the fringes of society getting together to talk about their lives. 

 

The first UK Grime track was created  by 

ex-Garage artist Wiley called ‘Eskimo’. 

Grime grew out of UK Garage Music and also contains musical influences 

from jungle, dancehall, and hip hop styles. 

 

Grime gave a voice to primarily black males.  

The style initially spread among pirate radio stations 

and underground scenes before achieving some 

mainstream recognition in the UK during the mid-2000s. 

Grime Music  

Key Terms 
Crew = the artists 

group of people. 

Grime Tempo =  

120 -140bpm. 

Eskibeat = futuristic 

synths and awkward, 

off-kilter rhythms. 

Fam = family and close friends. 

MC’ing = Rapping. 
Bars = Lyrics 

Rapping = vocals 

that incorporate 

rhyme or rhythmic 

speech. 

Sub-low = very low bassline. 

War-dubs = 

Grime battles. 

Year 9 Hip Hop and Grime Knowledge Organiser Autumn Term 2 (23/24) Grime Background and 

Influences 
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Year 9 GCSE Bridging Unit Knowledge Organiser Spring Term 2 (23/24) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were influenced by British guitar 
music of the past and wrote about 
uniquely British topics and concerns.  

 

These bands were soon joined by others 
including Oasis, Pulp, Supergrass, 
Sleeper, Elastica and The Verve.  

 Britpop groups brought British alternative rock into the mainstream and formed the backbone of a 
larger British cultural movement called Cool Britannia.  

 

The Beatles, The Kinks, The Smiths and 
The Stone Roses are amongst the bands 
that influenced the Britpop movement. 

 

Britpop emerged from the British independent music scene of the early 1990s and was characterised by bands influenced by British guitar pop 
music of the 1960s and 1970s. It was a reaction to various musical and cultural trends in the late 1980s and early 1990s, particularly the grunge 
phenomenon from the United States. As these bands became more popular in the UK, new British groups such as Suede and Blur launched the 
movement by providing an alternate, more British type of popular music.  

Britpop 

• Britpop groups were defined by being focused on bands rather than solo artists.  

• They had a typical rock band line up of drums/bass/guitar/vocals (and sometimes keyboards).  

• They wrote original material, played their own instruments and sang in regional British accents.  

• They often wrote about British places, landmarks and fashion trends.  

• The lyrics were meant to be relevant to British young people of their own generation.  

• Britpop bands denounced grunge as irrelevant and having nothing to say about their lives.  

Year 9 Britpop Music Knowledge Organiser Summer Term 1 (23/24) 
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Four Chord Song 

Many songs within popular culture today are based around a simple chord pattern which 
is made up of four chords and sometimes less!  

Keyword Definition 

Chord  Made up of two or more notes played at the same time. They 
don’t normally clash. 

Broken Chord When you play the notes from a chord one after the other – 
e.g. in a chord of C (CEG) rather than playing the 3 notes at
the same time you would play a pattern –
C,E,G,E,C,E,G,E,C…etc.

Block Chord When you play all notes from the chord at the same time. 

Bass line Low pitched instrumental part played by a rhythm section 
e.g. a bass guitar.

Major A bright, happy sounding key or chord. (C major – CEG) 

Minor A sad, melancholy sounding key or chord. (A minor – ACE) 

Medley A piece composed from parts of existing pieces. Also known as 
a mashup. 

Inversion Re-arranging the chord so that you can move more smoothly. 
Root, first inversion and second inversion 

Harmonic progression Describes the progression (changing pattern) of chords in a 
piece. 

Countermelody A melody which accompanies the main melody of the piece – 
it will be less obvious than the main melody. For example, a 
singer could be singing the main melody while the lead 
guitarist plays a countermelody. 

Year 9 Four-Chord Mash Ups Knowledge Organiser Summer Term 2 (23/24) 

4-Chord Mash Up Lyrics
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